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Wang Tao’s Arguments on Reforms in China
Wang Tao was a Chinese journalist and author who travelled across the world and observed the ways of life of the western nations. This prompted him to try and persuade the people of his country that they needed to carry out some reforms to be able to compete globally with the western countries (Cohen, P1967, p. 560). He appealed to the people to initiate change that will keep them at par with the countries of the west as they had carried out significant changes that had already set them apart from China (De Bary & Lufrano, 2001, p.52). The fact that China was finding itself lagging extremely behind in technological advancement and every sector of the economy at that time meant that there was an urgent need for reforms.
Wang Tao tried to explain to his people that China was a nation among many in a rapidly changing world which was against the belief of the Chinese people that their country was a middle kingdom. In using this argument, he tried to pump sense into the minds of the people that since they are among countries of the world, they needed to practice and carry out what other countries were doing for them to survive. The other nations and those, especially in the western side were making tremendous technological advancements, and thus, China had to equally do the same (Cohen, 1967, p. 560).
Wang also argued that China was soon going to face oppression from the western nations due to the changes that they had initiated. The western nations were developing their techniques and skills and were moving towards China. He argued that it was rather embarrassing for other people to come from far and show their prowess while insulting them. According to Tao, this is what was going to happen if the Chinese did not make critical changes as soon as possible (De Bary & Lufrano, 2001, p. 52).
Some argue that the changes to be made should only be done so using their own laws which is the way of the sages. In making his appeal for change, Wang argues that the ways of the sages can only be valued due to the benefits that it offers at the particular time. There has been a lot of changes recently, and thus, some of the laws do not conform in terms of advancing the interests of China and fighting off oppression that they are likely to face. They need to survive in the modern world and thus some of the previous laws have to be disregarded (De Bary & Lufrano, 2001, p.52).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The leaders of China today would find his arguments persuasive due to the developments that they have had to enact in order to catch up with the western world. The arguments made by Wang would have assisted China in advancing in technology and skills that would have enabled them to compete more with the western nations. The fact that they are a country like any other country would have convinced them that they need to initiate changes that would see the country develop rapidly and fight for its space in the world order. His arguments regarding the use of the laws of the empire would also have been persuasive to the leaders as there are changes in law that they have made themselves for the interest of the country (De Bary & Lufrano, 2001, p. 52). This would not have been different from the adoption of new laws that Wang was proposing to make China survive the onslaught of the western world.
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